
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Welcome to the latest news from American Voices. 

As we return from our busy summer of YES Academy (Youth Excellence on Stage) 
programs in Lebanon, Iraq, Afghanistan and Egypt, I would like to express my gratitude 
to all the Friends of American Voices and Foundations and Corporate sponsors who 
donated towards making these groundbreaking projects possible. Your contributions 
helped us touch the lives of over 800 aspiring young performing artists in some of the 
worldôs most conflicted areas. Our program of donations, instruments and professional 
training has become an important local component in motivating and educating a future 
generation of teachers and performing artists. Please meet some of these young 
people in our Profiles section below.  

As we enter into our 16th year, we continue to develop an extraordinary network. This 
summer alone, millions of television viewers in Afghanistan, Iraq, Lebanon and Egypt 
enjoyed lengthy broadcasts of our performances and witnessed our powerful message 
of youth empowerment through the performing arts. Local and national institutions have 
benefitted not only from our cultural specialists but also from donations of thousands of 
music scores and method books and dozens of instruments. Our fan base increases 
and we, too, become ardent fans of vibrant cultures from which very little good news 

escapes tothe West. 

Highlights of the past eight months include the founding of our YES Academy program 
in Lebanon, satellite Jazz and Broadway programs in Afghanistan and Egypt, and the 
most successful summer program yet in Iraq. Production of the documentary of our 

work in Iraq, Camp Unity, is now complete and will makes its debut in 2010. 

In the coming months, we will expand our network of YES Academies to Thailand with 
a week-long Jazz and Broadway program at Bangkokôs Silpakorn University, return to 
Lebanon and Belarus as well as present B-boys in Kuwait. 

So, in this time of upward movement, be the wind beneath our wings and help us grow. 
Please support our successes in bringing an authentic American experience to youth in 
nations emerging from conflict and isolation. Help us to support and motivate the next 

generation of leadership so that we may enjoy fruitful and enduring relationships. 

 

 

http://www.americanvoices.org/support/friends
http://www.americanvoices.org/support/sponsorship
http://www.yeslb.tk/
http://www.americanvoices.org/projects/2009/Afghanistan/
http://www.americanvoices.org/projects/2009/egypt
http://www.americanvoices.org/projects/2009/yesiraq
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TSEceTAGyR4&feature=channel_page
http://www.yesth.com/
http://www.americanvoices.org/support/pledge


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan is from the city of Suleimaniya in the Kurdistan region of Northern 
Iraq, where he graduated from the local Institute of Fine Arts and had 
been working with the Kurdish String Orchestra and in public schools. 
During the Academy program in Iraq in 2007, Alan quickly emerged as 
one of the most talented, motivated and articulate of our students. His 
teacher, Marc Thayer, vice-president for education at the St. Louis 
Symphony Orchestra, moved swiftly to see that he came to St. Louis in 
September 2008 on a full scholarship. Alan is continuing his studies with 
Thayer.  As a cultural diplomat for his country as well as a musician, he 
performs frequently with the St. Louis Symphony Youth Orchestra, the 
St. Louis University String Orchestra, in schools, churches and 
community events in greater St. Louis. In April 2009 he wowed our 
Houston fan base with his performance of Kurdish and Arabic traditional 
music at the art opening of Rania Daniel at the Winter Street Studios. 
Alan's plans include a return to Iraq after his studies are completed, to 
impart his newly acquired knowledge to the enormous number of 
talented young string players in Suleimaniya and to assist his orchestra 
in its development. It has been a delight for all of us at American Voices 
to watch Alan transform into such an able and confident young artist. 

Please donate now to support our programs for Iraqi youth 
 

http://americanvoices.org/projects/2007/unity/
http://www.americanvoices.org/projects/2008/unity/childrensorch/image
http://www.americanvoices.org/support


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Carole with Minister of Culture in Erbil 
 

 

Miss Carole is known throughout the Houston area for her 25 years of service to the 
community as director of education at TUTS, Theatre Under the Stars. A specialist 
in the ñtiny ones,ò over the years she has trained dozens of youth who are either 
currently starring on Broadway and television or are now teachers themselves. Miss 
Carole came to American Voices in 2005 and has lit up young ñsparkle buttonsò 
across Asia and the Middle East from Taiwan and Japan to Iraq and Lebanon. Now 
retired, Miss Carole is enjoying more frequent invitations to teach abroad, from 
where she sends her Miss Carole Mails full of anecdotes and local color. Diplomatic 
highlights of this past summer included choreographing the Minister of Culture in 
Erbil, Iraq, into a Texas Two Step and speaking at our press conferences as an 
advocate for youth empowerment through the arts (photo from press conf).  Her 
kidsô performances of the Texas Two-Step was one of the highlights of our gala 
shows in both Erbil and Beirut. As part of her engagement at the YES Academy in 
Lebanon, Miss Carole trained teachers from the United Nations UNRWA schools in 
the Palestinian refugee camps as well as worked with eight children from the UN 

school in Chatila. 

Please donate now to support our childrenôs theater programs worldwide 

 

http://carolemccann.com/
http://americanvoices.org/projects/2009/yesiraq/MOChat/image
http://americanvoices.org/projects/2009/yesiraq/MOChat/image
http://americanvoices.org/projects/2009/yesiraq/MOChat/image
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zetdzRezGSY
http://www.americanvoices.org/support


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a pleasure to work in a nation that provides such a thorough training to its young 
dancers, actors and singers. In only two weeks, Michael Parks Masterson had the honor to 
work with the young dancers and singers of Minskôs University of Culture.  The intense 
program culminated in a hit concert in Minsk that featured highlights from musicals such as 
Chicago, Big River and Footloose.  You can view the entire concert on YouTube Broadway 
in Minsk playlist! We are looking forward to the month-long program we have been invited 

back to perform this January. View Photos 

Give to our 2010 projects in Belarus 
 

The Jazz Bridges trio featuring CoCo York, Gene Aitken and Phil Dunlap spent one week 
in Kabul in a reunion performance with the Gholam Hussein Ensemble and intensive 
workshops with the newly founded Afghan National Institute for Music (ANIM) and Kabul 
University. Dr. Sarmast is doing a fine job building the ANIM into a first rate institution for 
youth, many of them orphans, in the heart of a conflicted region. Our program in July 
included a second donation of over 100 volumes of method books and music scores to the 
libraries of both institutions. We look forward to the continued collaboration with and 

support of our friends in Kabul.  View Photos 

Give to our 2010 projects in Afghanistan 
 

http://www.youtube.com/my_playlists?pi=0&ps=20&sf=&sa=0&sq=&dm=0&p=3795C09BBE931529
http://www.youtube.com/my_playlists?pi=0&ps=20&sf=&sa=0&sq=&dm=0&p=3795C09BBE931529
http://www.youtube.com/my_playlists?pi=0&ps=20&sf=&sa=0&sq=&dm=0&p=3795C09BBE931529
http://americanvoices.org/projects/2009/Belarus
http://www.americanvoices.org/support
http://americanvoices.org/projects/2005/afghanistan/
http://americanvoices.org/projects/2009/Afghanistan/
http://www.americanvoices.org/support


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To align with the goals of our other 
projects in the region, we have renamed 
the Unity Academy as the YES Academy - 
Iraq. Thanks to the most talented group of 
participants ever, we enjoyed a wonderful 
10 days together as a faculty of eight and 
student participants numbering close to 
300. We look forward to expanding our 
program in 2010. Some of the highlights of 
this summer were the YES Chamber 
Orchestra, Dr. Geneôs YES Jazz Combo 
and the theater kids in the Texas Two 
Step. All performances can be viewed on 
our YouTube playlist.  View 

Photos   Facebook Group   Iraq Website 

Give to our 2010 projects in Iraq 
 

 

In a prelude to the YES Academy - Egypt 2010, American Voices was invited to prepare a 
Broadway revue with the professional dancers and singers of Cairo Opera, together with 
talented youth from Cairo universities and talent programs. We are currently making plans to 
return in June 2010 with a YES Academy program of Broadway, Hip Hop, Jazz and 
Childrenôs Theater. For now, please enjoy videos of our performances at the Cairo Opera 

House on YouTube: View Photos 

Give to our 2010 projects in Egypt 
 

http://www.americanvoices.org/projects/2009/yesiraq/bass/image
http://www.americanvoices.org/projects/2009/yesiraq/bass/image
http://www.americanvoices.org/projects/2009/yesiraq/bass/image
http://www.americanvoices.org/projects/2009/yesiraq/Jazz%20/image
http://americanvoices.org/projects/2009/yesiraq/MOChat/image
http://americanvoices.org/projects/2009/yesiraq/MOChat/image
http://americanvoices.org/projects/2009/yesiraq/MOChat/image
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=100879561509
http://www.yeskurdistan.com/
http://www.americanvoices.org/support
http://americanvoices.org/projects/2009/egypt
http://www.americanvoices.org/support


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first year of the YES Academy - Lebanon was 
terrific. We enrolled 195 participants, 120 of whom 
were on scholarship. In addition to providing 
inspiring training for Lebanese youth, one of the 
goals of the academy was to unite Lebanese 
across regions and confessional groups. This 
aspect of the project was a huge success with 
participants coming from all corners of the country: 
Bekaa Valley, Tripoli, Saida/Sidon, Tyre, and 
several Palestinian camps.  Our three public 
performances can be viewed on YouTube in their 
entirety and photos and more project details can 
be found on our website.  View Photos  Facebook 

Group Lebanon Website 

Give to our 2010 projects in Lebanon 
  

 

Sheet Music and Instrument Donation Program: 

 

äúÜ 1 

Sheet Music and Instrument Donation Program:  

Our donations of music scores (thanks to Alfred 
Publishers) and instruments (thanks to Dr. Gene 
Aitken) continue apace. Recent recipients include 
Cairo Conservatory, Afghan National Institute of 
Music, National Conservatory of Lebanon, and 
Lebanon Association of Bands, as well as the 
military bands of Kurdistan, Afghanistan and 

Lebanon.  

We offer our continued thanks to Alfred Publishers 
and Jamie Aebersold for their support of this 
program. View Photo 
 

http://americanvoices.org/projects/2009/lebanon
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=73932943787
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=73932943787
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=73932943787
http://yeslb.tk/
http://www.americanvoices.org/support
http://americanvoices.org/projects/2009/egypt/egypt1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caribbean: Variations on America in Domenica and St. Vincent ð concert and workshop 

tour with Iraq Spaulding and John Ferguson    See Photos  

Honduras: Broadway in Tegucigalpa with Jacquelyn Culpepper   See Photos  

Chatila Refugee Camp: Executive Director volunteers in Lebanonôs Palestinian refugee 

camp in Chatila 

See Photos  

Jazz Bridges in Iraq: Mike Del Ferro was in Iraq for solo and joint jazz performances and 

workshops in Erbil, Rania and Suleimaniya  See Photos  

Hiplomacy: Houstonôs Chris Brown, Yung Chris, teaches b-boying, b-girling and Hip Hop 

at the YES Academy Lebanon Watch Video 

 

 

School Visit on St. Vincent 

 

Piano Workshop at National School of Music in Tegucigalpa 

 

http://www.americanvoices.org/projects/2009/caribbean/
http://www.americanvoices.org/projects/2009/honduras
http://www.americanvoices.org/projects/2009/Chatila
http://www.americanvoices.org/projects/2009/mikedelferro
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6bEU722Ock


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B-Boying in Iraq 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Upcoming and In the Works 

�x YES Academy - Thailand, October 2009  
�x Kuwait �± HaviKoro BreakDancers on tour, October, 2009  
�x Belarus �± full length Broadway production in January 2010  
�x Ukraine �± Broadway Revue Project, February 2010  

�x Please give to support our 2009 activities!  
 

YES Academy -  Lebanon: Join our Facebook Group, YESAcademyLB, or 
visit our website www.yeslb.tk  

YES Academy - Iraq: Join our Facebook Group, YES Academy Kurdistan, 

or visit www.yeskurdistan.com 

YouTube: Chicago in Minsk. B-Boys in Beirut. Grease in Cairo.  Visit our 

YouTube channel and playlists now and browse over 280 videos. 

�)�R�O�O�R�Z���R�X�U���7�Z�H�H�W�V���R�Q���7�Z�L�W�W�H�U�����D�G�G���³�D�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�Y�R�L�F�H�V�´���D�W���W�Z�L�W�W�H�U���F�R�P�� 

Donate securely with your credit card online through Network for Good:  
 


