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Director's Update:
Hip Hop Diplomacy

Crowd of over 4500 in Hanoi As | write this; my ears are still ringing with the delighted screams of an
for HaviKoro audience of over 4,500 Vietnamese teenagers enjoying HaviKoro's recent
shows in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City, Vietham. Hip Hop Diplomacy in the
form of a groundbreaking Viethamese-American show has come to this
dynamic nation!

HaviKoro, American Voices' break-dancing diplomats from Houston, were the
first U.S. Hip Hop group ever in Vietnam. They were invited by the U.S.
Embassy to attract a younger audience to the celebrations surrounding the
tenth anniversary of the re-establishment of U.S.-Viethamese relations. Stay
tuned as our Hip Hop Diplomats project develops with upcoming
performances in Bolivia, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan Germany, and
Switzerland.

The Hip Hop Diplomats program is only one example of the many changes
HaviKoro's moves taking place at American Voices. From our Hip Hop Diplomats and Broadway
in Central Asia programs to our recent Jazz Bridges project in Azerbaijan,
exciting programs for reaching young audiences and new countries are being
planned for the second half of 2005.

The past few months have seen our first programs ever in Africa: Eritrea, The

; : ; : Gambia, and Mauritania as well as our first performances in Sri Lanka where
Chris and Mario of HaviK 1

T Mike Del Ferro and Adrienne West performed at camps for Tsunami survivors.
Other positive developments include the welcoming of Betsy Fitzgerald on
board as an intern for Public Relations and Development and Don Harrelson
as the Office Manager in Bangkok. Armed with our recent 501c3 status as a
not-for-profit organization in the United States, we are implementing a strategy
for long-term viability.

Please read on about our recent triumphs ranging from our first project with
the Moscow Conservatory and a fascinating Black History Month concert tour
through Paraguay, Honduras, Costa Rica and Nicaragua.

Speaking of changes, we also hope you will notice the makeover given to our
newsletter, now aptly named American Voices Around the World.

In addition, we have completely updated our website to make it both more
informative and user-friendly. Please visit us at www.americanvoices.org !

Vietnamese guest Hip Hop performers

John Ferguson
Executive Director
of American Voices




Rehearsing the Jets in Astana

The Jets stir up trouble in Kazakhstan

Recent Projects:

Broadway in Central Asia:
The first sounds of Broadway, ever, in Turkmenistan, Moldova and
Astana, Kazakhstan.

Highlights of the Broadway repertoire as represented by George Gershwin,
Leonard Bernstein and Rodgers and Hammerstein were heard in the concert
halls of Ashgabad, Turkmenistan, Chisinau, Moldova and Astana,
Kazakhstan in May.

These pioneering concerts were a joint effort between American Voices
artists, Ira Spaulding and John Ferguson and students and young
professionals from these cities' music academies and conservatories. For
audiences, the opportunity to hear a live performance was an unusual treat
and for students, the chance to prepare a Broadway concert with American
experts was a first. American Voices wishes to thank the following project
partners for making this project possible: The U.S. Embassies in
Turkmenistan, Moldova and Kazakhstan, The Grand Esil Hotel of Astana
and ExxonMobil Kazakhstan.

The Ashgabad concert was given in the recently built Magtymguly Music and
Drama Theater. Although, the 800 seat theater was filled to capacity another
estimated five hundred eager spectators had to be turned away due to lack
of space. Fortunately, the concert was later re-broadcast throughout the
country giving access to this highlight of Ashgabad's 2005 concert season to
all Turkmen citizens. In a country where performances of western music are
mostly prohibited except in private circumstances, the joint performance
created quite a sensation with the public and the press.

The Moldova concert was given in Chisinau's historic National Philharmonic
hall. The participating students included the choir of the Academy of Music
and soloists were comprised of the popular music department of the
Academy.

In Astana, both the students and the faculty of the Kazakh National
Conservatory demonstrated boundless enthusiasm for this project despite a
heavy schedule of rehearsals during the period of their final examinations.
The final concert was broadcast nationally and took place in Astana's
prestigious Presidential Cultural Center to an overflow crowd. American
Voices plans to build on local enthusiasm for our projects in Kazakhstan to
develop a Festival of American Music together with the National
Conservatory in 2006. The Kazakh press commented:

“Kazakh students played and sang enthusiastically. Playful antics were
followed by lyrical serenades... The performance was a success because
every student has managed not only to do his or her best, but also express
real emotion.” Kazakhskaya Pravda (Kazakh Truth), Astana, Kazakhstan



Scenes from HaviKoro in
Ho Chi Minh City

Sverdlovsk State Theatre choir prepares
in Yekatarinburg with Ira Spaulding

HaviKoro in Vietham:

American Voices' Hip Hop Diplomats win over Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh
City audiences

The following comments were made by the U.S. Embassy in Hanoi
summing up the recent Hip Hop programs in Vietham:

HaviKoro Lights up the Stage

Havikoro lit up the stage for a crowd of more than 4000 concertgoers at
friendship concerts in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City, bringing together some
of Vietnam's best and most popular pop singers and dancers, including an
ethnic minority rapper and no less than four professional break dance
groups.

Havikoro awed the audience with complex spin moves, rapping, dj record-
scratching and comic interludes. The national television station, Vietham
Television (VTV), Hanoi Television and a Reuters film crew were on hand to
capture the energy of the masses, and many major newspapers carried
stories about the concert the next day. Over 4,000 people also attended the
repeat performance in HCMC, while an overflow crowd watched from large
video screens outside.

The carnival atmosphere at the stadium was accentuated by youth doing
spontaneous break dancing and a finale act that finished off the evening in
a friendly 'battle' or dance-off between American and Viethamese
breakdancers. VTV's planned complete broadcast of the concert in the
coming weeks is expected to reach 10 million viewers throughout the
country.

WWII Commemoration concerts in Yekatarinburg and Chelyabinsk,
Russia:

“No wonder that the audience encored often: The English-speaking choir
wearing Russian sarafans featuring an African-American soloist made
indelible impression...” Chelyabinsky Rabotchy, Chelyabinsk, Russia

“Artists have rehearsed for five days only, but one could have the
impression that they have performed together for a lifetime, since
everything in both movements and vocals was so harmonious.”
Oblastnaya Gazeta (The Regional Gazette, Yekaterinburg, Russia)

Two concerts commemorating the 60th anniversary of the end of WWII
were held in Chelyabinsk and Yekatarinburg, Russia on June 1st with Ira
Spaulding and John Ferguson as guest soloists with the Sverdlovsk State
Academic Theater of Musical Comedy and the theater of Chelyabinsk. The
program included American and Russian choral music composed in times
of war as well as African-American spirituals and traditional folk songs from
the U.S. The choir of the Sverdlovsk Theater was a real joy to work with
and regularly perform repertoire from American Musical Theater. As you will
read below, the concert found a special resonance with Yekatarinburg
audiences:



John Ferguson and Ira Spaulding
perform Roland Hayes' song cycle,

The Life of Christ, in the Rachmanninov
Hall of the Moscow Conservatory

Scenes from the Black History Month
choral concert at the Moscow
Conservatory

Mike Del Ferro with traditional
musicians in Mauritania

American guests on stage at the Musical Comedy Theater

“... we started to watch them performing absorbedly as they produced
wonderful and unsurpassed music of popular American melodies, ragtime
and spirituals that streamed (no, rather ran, flied or flowed) in the hall of
the Sverdlovsk State Academic Musical Comedy Theater... John
Ferguson came to our city together with his fellow countryman Ira
Spaulding, rich, mellow and tender baritone who is spirited, artistic, playful
and flirtatious.” Vecherny Yekaterinburg (Evening Yekaterinburg),
Yekaterinburg, Russia

Blues in Sri Lanka

With the close cooperation of the US Embassy in Colombo, American
Voices took part in a concert tour of camps set up along the Sri Lankan
coast for survivors of the December 26th Tsunami. Adrienne West and the
Mike Del Ferro Trio lifted the spirits of the listeners with a jazz and blues
program.

Black History Month at the Moscow Conservatory

In a concert performed to an overflow crowd at the historic Rachmaninov
Hall of the Moscow Conservatory, American Voices thrilled a Muscovite
audience with a program of African-American choral music and a recital
featuring Ira Spaulding and John Ferguson performing Roland Hayes song
cycle, The Life of Christ, for the first time in Russia.

That this was the first such American choral collaboration at the
Conservatory came as a bit of a surprise to us, and the warm working
atmosphere established between the choir and Ira Spaulding was enough
to help us forget the -30 degree temperatures outside!

In a program of African-American spirituals and works by William Bolcom
and Randall Thompson, audiences were treated to many composers and
works never before heard in Russia or performed by Russian choirs.
American Voices was in turn treated to performances of choral music by
Rachmaninov and contemporary Russian composers.

Eritrea, Mauritania and The Gambia
Our first programming in Africa....

February and March found American Voices in Africa for the first time with
performances of our Jazz from J to Z program featuring the Mike Del Ferro
Trio and Adrienne West, jazz vocalist.

In Mauritania, American Voices jazz pianist, Mike Del Ferro put on a highly
successful public concert for almost 700 at the stage of the old Nouakchott
Youth Center and followed this with a workshop with 110 local music
students from the University of Nouakchott.



Daniel Washington and John Ferguson
in Managua, Nicaragua

Daniel Washington and John Ferguson
in Black History Month Recital in
Granada, Nicaragua

Daniel Washington with Masterclass
participants in Limon, Costa Rica

The US Embassy commented on this program: “The Embassy would like to
commend Mike del Ferro both for the superb quality of his performances as
a musician, and for his open, friendly character, which endeared him
immediately to Mauritanian musicians and the public. Mike carried the day,
starting off with solo jazz pieces, and then improvising with incredible talent
and ease with Mauritanian musicians. His level of technical mastery of the
piano and his easy stage presence were phenomenal....”

"The highlight of the American Voices visit was the public concert held at
the main Youth Center where Mike joined up with a young and emerging
artist, Garmy Mint Sidaty Ould Abba, who comes from a well know family of
Mauritanian singers. Mike also performed together with several other
prominent local musicians using traditional music instruments such as the
"Tidnit," a stringed instrument somewhat larger than a ukulele.”

Black History Month tour of Latin America

From the bumpy back roads of Paraguay to the sublime tropical climate of
Limon, Costa Rica, American Voices brought a classical program of African-
American composers to audiences in four Latin American countries.
Featuring bass-baritone Daniel Washington of the University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, the concert captivated listeners in Asuncion, Ciudad del Este,
Villarrica, San Jose, Tegucigalpa, Managua and Granada.

Perhaps the most rewarding performace for the artists, was the recital in
Limon, Costa Rica where we performed for an audience of Afro-Carribean
immigrants who came to Costa Rica from Jamaica in the 19th century. This
English-speaking community was a fantastic audience and enthusiastic
participant in our masterclass after the concert.

Coming Up:

Gershwin on tour in Argentina and beyond:

An American Voices classical trio featuring pianist John Ferguson, baritone
Ira Spaulding and soprano Jacquelyn Culpepper will be on tour in early July
in Argentina, Dominican Republic, El Salvador and Mexico. A gala
Gershwin night will be performed with the Symphony Orchestra of
Mendoza, Argentina under the baton of American Voices conductor, David
Handel. July 4th will be celebrated with a Broadway program in Santo
Domingo followed by a tour of El Salvador and Guadalajara, Mexico.

Jazz from J to Z in Pakistan

CoCo York and the Mike Del Ferro trio will make a week-long tour of the
maijor cities of Pakistan in late June. The tour will take the artists from
Islamabad to Peshawar, Lahore and Karachi.

Broadway in Brunei

The Brunei Music Society and the U.S. Embassy will join forces to bring
American Voices to Brunei in late July for a series of concerts for the
society at the Polo Club and in the public schools featuring Broadway
repertoire. Featured artists will include soprano Jacquelyn Culpepper,
baritone Ira Spaulding and pianist John Ferguson.



Big Band of Taiwan International
Summer Jazz Academy with
John Ruocco conducting

The latest American Voices CD

Taiwan International Summer Jazz and Broadway Academies

American Voices' Summer Jazz and Broadway Academy program is
back!

Thanks to our many sponsors and the hard work of local coordinators
ChiPin Hsieh and Kaiya Chang, the summer academies program is back,
bigger and better than before. This year, in addition to an international
jazz faculty of nine and a student body of over one hundred, we will hold
the first ever summer Broadway workshop in Taiwan. New additions to
this year's faculty include Carole McCann of Houston's Theater Under the
Stars.

Please visit http.//www.americanvoices.org/jazzacademytaiwan.html
For more information!

Changes: New Website and new look for newsletter

Many thanks to Anthony Stallone in Bangkok, our website volunteer who
has given the American Voices website has a new look. Incorporating
Plone open-source software, the site is much more user-friendly for our
visitors and enables American Voices to effortlessly keep our site up to
date. Please visit us at www.americanvoices.org and enjoy the new look,
new sound files and features leading you into the rich experiences of
American Voices around the world.

Our Newest CD - American Voices Around the World

The latest American Voices CD, American Voices around the World, is
now available with highlights from our live performances in Burma,
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Belarus.

As with all of our CDs, they are not for sale, but if you do make a donation
over $100 to join Friends of American Voices, we will be glad to offer you
a CD in return for your generosity. Half of the proceeds from the CD will
go to American Voices general fund and the remainder will be divided
equally among our four featured project partners: Art Music Academy,
Burma, Baku Big Band, Baku, The Jazz School of Almaty, and The Music
Academy of Minsk, Choral Department.

Please visit our website to listen, to join Friends of American Voices or to
make a donation.



Contact:
Www.americanvoices.org

Bangkok Office:

John Ferguson, Pianist and Artistic
Director
john.ferguson@americanvoices.org

Don Harrelson, Office Manager
Don.Harrelson@americanvoices.org

webmaster@americanvoices.org and
Andrei.sedliarou@americanvoices.org

Office Address in Bangkok:
Tel/lFax : +66 2 286 8156

Mobile: +66 1 923 5410
Address:

AOSORA Building

Soi Sribumpen 34/15
Thungmahamek, Rama 4 Road
Sathorn, Bangkok 10120, Thailand

United States:
Betsy Fitzgerald

Public Relations and Development
Betsy.Fitzgerald@americanvoices.org

Rachel Dvoretzky, Board Secretary
Association of American Voices

404 Cordell

Houston, Texas 77009

USA
Rachel.dvoretzky@americanvoices.org

Board of advisors:

Leonard Slatkin

National Symphony Orchestra
Maynard Ferguson

Jazz Trumpeter

William Bolcom

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Joan Morris

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Frederic Rzewski

Composer

Frances Richard

Vice-President ASCAP

Betty Blair

Azerbaijan International

Our Mission

American Voices was founded in 1992 to further access to
and understanding of American music and culture,
especially in developing countries or those lacking
opportunities for cultural exchange and dialogue with the
United States.

With repertoire ranging from Broadway, Choral, Opera, and
Jazz and Blues to youth culture such as Break Dancing and
Hip Hop, American Voices performs over one hundred
festivals, concerts, master classes and workshops each
year in over thirty countries in the Middle East, Eastern
Europe and the Balkans, Central and Southeast Asia, Latin
America, and Africa.

American Voices presents Jazz festivals and summer
academies; Broadway musicals; gala concerts with
orchestras and opera companies; Artist-in-Residence
programs and master classes; and music score donations.
We bring these to countries as diverse as Burma, Vietham,
Syria, Oman, Kazakhstan, Russia, El Salvador and Bolivia,
in addition to more traditional venues in Western Europe
and Japan.
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